
I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S
MEN'S BREAKFAST

D E C E M B E R  2 -  9 A M  

F R I E N D L Y ' S - M I D D L E T O W N

YOUTH GROUP WRAP A THON

D E C E M B E R  1 0  

TOWNSEND CHRISTMAS CAROLING

D E C E M B E R  1 0 -  4 : 3 0 P M  

T O W N S E N D  P A R K

CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS PLAY

D E C E M B E R  1 5  +  1 6 ,  7 P M  

C H R I S T M A S  C A N T A T A  

D E C E M B E R  1 7 -  1 1 A M  W O R S H I P  

C A R O L  S I N G  

D E C E M B E R  3 1 -  1 1 A M  W O R S H I P  

M E N ' S  C H I L I  C O O K  O F F    

J A N U A R Y  2 8 -  5 P M

A  P l a c e  T o  B e l o n g  T h i s  C h r i s t m a s

Immanuel's Lighted Path 

Winter 2017

Hanging of The Greens Service 
December 3      11am

Casual Christmas Eve Service 
5pm

Our annual early evening service allows families with 
younger children to celebrate Jesus early enough to allow 
them to get enough sleep so they can be prepared for the 
big day. We will have hot chocolate and refreshments in a 

small party atmosphere for Jesus’ birth.

Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
11pm

This special service reminds us of why we decorate our 
houses and churches as we do and allows many of the 

congregation to have a part in the celebration. 

Christmas Eve

Traditional Worship Service 
11am

We will be having our regular Sunday Morning service that 
highlights it being the fourth Sunday of Advent at 11AM.

This traditional Christmas Eve, Candlelight, Carol and 
Communion service is a great way to celebrate the holiday 
as we sing the classics and hear the story of the birth of the 

child who changed the world forever.



Merry Christmas!  Okay, not quite yet, but it is just around the corner and I hope everyone is 
excited about celebrating the hope for all humanity. That is what Christmas is all about, 
celebrating hope in world without hope, bringing light to a world of darkness, receiving joy as a 
gift from heaven, and finding peace through the promise of forgiveness.  Of course all of this is 
a result of love, the love of God for the world.  Because God so loved the world, God gave us 
the gift of his son, the incarnate God for the world, so that we might know God just as God 
knows us. And in knowing God, we would love God just as God loves us. 

This is a reason to celebrate, a reason to rejoice, a reason to have hope, a reason to seek 
peace. So often we allow other things to capture our attention at Christmas.  Whether it is the 
lights and decorations which indicate something special, the songs that remind us of good 
times and favorite memories, the opportunities to give to others, to have holiday parties, to visit 
family and friends, we find a way to pack our calendar and schedule with good things and in 
the process we find ourselves tired and exhausted, instead of renewed and energized. 
Jesus offers us energy. It is the symbolic reason that the church chose to celebrate Jesus’ 
birthday in the dead of winter. Most Biblical scholars believe Jesus actual birthday was in the 
middle of April, but the celebration of his birth was held in the middle of the darkness, at the 
darkest time of the year when the days are shortest and the nights last the longest (at least in 
the northern hemisphere). It is into this darkness, that light has sprung, that hope is born, that 
we celebrate God coming into this world. It is during the time that most people feel a natural 
tendency to depression, that church instituted a celebration of the savior, so that we have a 
reason to be merry, when the natural situation of world is darkest.

For once Jesus has come, the light comes with it, the days get longer, the nights get shorter, 
hope will be springing up soon and we will find ourselves in the celebration of eternal life at 
Easter. But it begins with the birth of our savior. This is the reason we have to be merry. 
So, amidst all the busyness and the hectic schedules, take time to find peace, to find hope, 
and to celebrate Jesus. And as always, the church will be here to help you worship and focus 
on Jesus, now and forever. Hallelujah! 
 Amen. 

Finding Peace, 

Pastor Hayden



A Charlie Brown Christmas Performances 
Friday, December 15 

Saturday, December 16 
 7pm 

Free Admission 

Christmas Flowers
Christmas flowers in honor or memory of loved ones should be at the church 

by Saturday, December 23rd by Noon. 

Dedications for inclusion in the Christmas bulletin should be sent to Sue Clark 
by Thursday, December 21. Please send dedications to sclark@udel.edu 

This is a great way to remember and honor loved ones, while making our 
sanctuary beautiful for Christmas. 

 This annual spectacular features 
children from the congregation 
and the community ages 12 and 
under to remind us of the true 

meaning of Christmas. We hope 
you will come and support these 
children as they offer their best 

at Christmas.



Christmas Cantata
The Immanuel Choir will be performing a Christmas Cantata 
titled, "O Little Town of Bethlehem durng the 11am worship 
service on December 17. This special musical production 

tells the story of the holiday in a memorable and musical way.

On December 10 at 4:30pm we will be joining the Town of Townsend for a 
Christmas Caroling Tree Lighting ceremony at the Townsend Park (just 

inside Townsend Village). The Town has asked us to lead the singing once 
again, and we hope that everyone will come out and join us. The Town will 

be providing hot chocolate and snacks. We hope to see you there!



YOUTH GROUP WRAP-A-THON
Bring your unwrapped gifts to the church on December 10 and let the youth 

prepare them for the tree!  We offer this as a service to the church and ask that 

you give a donation if you wish to help the youth with their upcoming events, 

including the Youth Rally. Thanks in advance for your kindness

We have made the plans and are getting ready to go to the 2018 Youth 

Rally. About a dozen youth plus their chaperones are excited about this 

annual event that features tremendous bands, great speakers and 

wonderful worship. Please be in prayer that each participant will grow

closer to God as we let the Word inspire us.

December 14 

6:30pm-8:30pm



Operation Christmas Wish is an Adopt a Child / Family event 

held on Saturday, December 9 at the Middletown Walmart 

from 8am to 5pm.  There will be kids’/families’ wish lists sorted 

by age and gender.  People can select a gift(s) to buy or they 

can make a monetary donation and we’ll do the shopping. 

 

The families are local to the MOT area in addition to a 

women’s shelter in Dover. The shelter is for women, with and 

without children, who were victims of domestic violence. 

3M's will be serving a dinner on Tuesday, 
December 12 for Southern States.   Our 

Christmas dinner is Monday, December 11 at 
Trevi. 

The 3M's are always looking for help for 
various functions, so please see Kay Heinold 

if you are interested. 

The 3M's are also proud to have donated 
$100 to Kade for his Scout project.

We are pleased to announce that in January

our Children's Education Ministry will be lead

by Terri Biggs.  We are very excited for the

new ideas that Terri will bring to our

children's programs.  

 

We would like to thank Raeann Dunn for her

many years of service leading our Children's

Ministry programs and helping to get our

Kids Worshiping Our Way Program off the

ground. 

January 28 

Tasting Begins at 5pm

Contact Pastor Hayden to sign up

Men's



Amazon has a way  for you to contribute to Immanuel UMC, through its Amazon Smile program. Just login 

at www.smile.amazon.com and select Immanuel Townsend as your charity and a portion of your sale will be 

directed back to us. The best part is it doesn’t cost you anymore, yet the church gets a bit of the profit. It 

sounds like a win-win, so while you do your Christmas shopping, please don’t forget to send a smile our way

As December 31st quickly approaches, please consider these important reminders 

regarding giving to Immanuel: 

Contributions to Immanuel United Methodist Church are tax deductible as allowed by law. 

IRS rules recognize a contribution on the day of delivery. 

For contributions to be deductible for 2017, they must: 

DONATE

Be Postmarked By 

December 31, 2017 and mailed to 

PO Box 60, Townsend DE 19734

Be Given As Offering By

Last Service on 

December 31, 2017

Be Donated Online at 

www.immanueltownsend.com 

before Midnight December 31, 2017

On UMC #GivingTuesday, you have the opportunity to express God’s love in your own way to the 
people and projects you care about most.  A new Advance for the drilling of fresh water wells was 

launched this year. Until this month in 2017, only 3 villages in the entire Sankuru Province had 
access to fresh water. Now, with the support of so many, the Partnership is in the process of 

drilling 6 new wells, with a dream to continue this project so that the devastation of death, illness 
and blindness due to polluted water can be eliminated.


